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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1948. 

The  year  was  fortunate  in  that  no  outbreak  of  major  infectious 
disease  occurred  and  the  general  health  of  the  people  remained  good. 

Section  A 

The  population  of  your  district  was  estimated  at  15,370,  this 
is  roughly  600  more  persons  than  that  for  a  similar  period  in  the 
previous  year.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  dissect  these  figures  into 
children  under  15  years  and  other  males  and  females  by  occupations. 
Roughly  3,000  children  are  under  15  years  of  age,  and  of  the  remaining 
12,000  persons  the  occupations  followed  are  set  out  in  the  following 
tables.  It  is  remarkable  that  although  agriculture  in  importance  is 
far  and  away  the  greatest  single  occupation,  farmers  and  farm  labourers 
only  account  for  29%  of  employed  males.  This  table  is  included  as 
it  does  give  a  rough  guide  to  our  social  structure. 


Males  Females 


Farmer 

••  14% 

Married 

..  80% 

Farm  Labourer  .  . 

•  •  15% 

General  Labourer 

. .  18% 

Unmarried : 

Artisan 

•  •  13% 

Independent 

•  •  7% 

Tradesman 

•  •  1% 

Domestic 

•  •  8% 

Stone  Mason 

■  •  3% 

Professional 

•  •  3% 

Clerical 

•  •  5% 

Clerical 

■  •  2% 

Merchant 

■  •  3% 

« 

Professional 

•  •  5% 

Official 

•  •  4% 

Independent 

•  •  4% 

Services 

•  •  6% 

Others 

•  •  2% 

The  birth  rate  showed  an  increase  of  12  over  the  previous 
year  but  owing  to  the  increase  in  population  the  rate  remained  the 
same  at  18.2  as  against  17.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  deaths  showed  a  slight  fall  giving  a  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  of  11.9  against  that  for  England  and  Wales  of  10.8. 

The  average  age  of  death  taken  from  a  ten  year  average  is 
67.5  years  as  against  63.5  for  the  whole  country,  in  other  words  a 
baby  born  in  this  area  has  four  years  greater  expectation  of  life.  The 
“  mode  ”  or  interval  when  most  deaths  occur,  is  between  75  and  80 
years.  This  is  a  very  good  length  of  life  indeed.  It  will  be  seen  that 
this  obvious  trend  to  longevity  will  of  necessity  in  time  bring  its  own 
problems. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 

•  • 

151,616 

Population — 1931  Census 

•  • 

15,149 

Estimated  Population — Mid  1948 

•  . 

15,370 

Parishes 

•  • 

24 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

•  « 

4,397 

Rateable  Value 

•  • 

£95,316 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

•  . 

£380 

Loan  Debt  . . 

.  .  £185,187 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male 

Female  Total 

Live  Births  .  .  .  .  142 

138 

280 

Legitimate  .  .  .  .  .  .  133 

132 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

6 

England 
and  Wales 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  popula- 

tion 

18.2  17.9 

Still  Births 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate 

0.33  0.42 

Male 

Female  Total 

Deaths  86 

97 

183 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

11.9  10.8 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

1 

Maternal  Mortality 

3.5  1.02 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

8 

Infantile  Mortality  .  . 

29  34 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Infectious  Causes. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  . 

6 

Syphilis 

•  • 

..  3 

General  Causes. 

Heart  Disease 

.  .  36 

Cancer 

. .  23 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

.  .  23 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

• 

.  .  21 

Senility 

. .  10 

Bronchitis 

.  .  8 
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Arterio  Sclerosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Pneumonia  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  6 

Nephritis  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Enlarged  Prostate  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  4 

Gastric  Ulcer  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Diabetes  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Suicide  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Puerperal  Causes  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Pernicious  Anaemia  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Violent  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  6 

Other  Causes  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  9 

Infants  Under  1  Year  : 

Prematurity  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Precipitate  Birth  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Disease  of  New  Born  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Circumcision  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Congenital  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Pneumonia  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Total  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  183 


AGE  of  DEATH  TABLE 

Age  Males  Females 

Infants  under  1  year  . .  . .  6  . .  . .  2 

1—5 .  —  ..  ..  — 

5—15 .  —  . .  . .  — 

15—25 .  2  . .  . .  — 

25—35  .  1  . .  . .  1 

35—45  .  4  . .  . .  6 

45—55  .  6  . .  . .  3 

55—65  .  7  . .  . .  15 

65—75  .  29  . .  ..21 

75  and  over  . .  . .  . .  31  . .  . .  43 

86  97 

Total  . .  183 
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Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  the  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Up  to  the  appointed  day  for  the  implementation  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  the  general  provisions  of  the  health  services  re¬ 
mained  as  in  previous  years  and  were,  apart  from  lack  of  maternity 
accommodation,  reasonably  adequate.  After  5th  July,  1948,  the 
hospital  and  Public  Assistance  Institution  became  vested  in  the  South 
West  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  are  managed  by  the  Plymouth, 
South  Devon  &  East  Cornwall  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  immunisation  services,  which  had  been  very  w  dl  received 
by  the  public,  ceased  to  bj  a  responsibility  of  your  Council  and  were 
centralised  in  Exeter. 

Maternity  Accommodation.  The  County  Council,  as  the 
authority  for  maternity  accommodation,  finally  approved  the  scheme 
for  converting  St.  Michaels  at  Whitchurch  into  a  maternity  unit  in 
the  spring  of  the  year,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall,  approved 
the  plans  for  conversion.  The  high  hopes  held  in  the  district  that  at 
last  this  necessary  accommodation  would  soon  be  available  were 
dashed  after  the  appointed  day  by  the  new  Hospital  Alanagement 
Committee  reporting  that  “  the  premises  were  entirely  unsuitable  for 
the  purpose  for  which  the  County  Council  had  acquired  them.”  This 
decision  led  to  considerable  frustration  both  in  the  Council  and  the 
district,  and  at  the  time  of  writing,  it  would  appear  that  this  necessary 
service  is  as  far  away  as  ever. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  in  spite  of  all  difficulties  over  40%  of 
confinements  are  taking  place  outside  home,  either  in  nursing  homes 
or  other  institutions  outside  the  district,  or  at  the  home  of  the  mother’s 
parents.  This  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  extraordinary  shortage 
of  domestic  help  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  in  the  AREA 

Before  setting  out  in  some  detail  the  work  of  the  department 
during  the  year  it  is  well  to  take  a  “  bird’s  eye  ”  view  of  circumstances 
in  general. 

It  is  at  once  obvious  that  there  is  a  lack  of  balance  between 
the  purely  sanitary  services  provided  by  your  Council  and  the  more 
personal  services  provided  by  the  County  or  various  Boards.  For 
example  in  the  towns  water  and  drainage  were  provided  long  before 
any  economic  pressure  was  put  on  the  townsfolk  for  such  things  as 
educational  programmes,  etc.,  and  they  can  now  bear  these  burdens 
without  interfering  with  essential  amenities  already  provided.  On  the 
other  hand  in  the  Rural  area  in  many  cases  these  necessities,  not 
having  yet  been  provided  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  this  very  economic 
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pressure  is  tending  to  further  delay  progress  in  their  provision.  In  s 
other  words  in  the  Rural  district  first  things  have  not  received  first 
place,  and  those  who  wish  to  see  a  renaissance  of  village  life  and  all 
this  stands  for,  will  have  to  find  a  way  to  resolve  this  economic  problem. 

It  is  certain  that  paring  the  district  rate  as  the  county  precept 
rises  will  never  provide  essential  sanitary  amenities  and  will  in  the 
long  run  tend  to  nullify  the  beneficial  effect  of  the  educational  pro¬ 
gramme  itself. 


Water  Supply— 

The  table  at  the  rear  of  the  report  sets  out  in  detail  the  position 
as  regards  parochial  supplies.  In  general  it  may  be  remarked  that 
the  only  cure  for  water  problems  in  the  Northern  parishes  is  the 
completion  of  the  North  Devon  Water  grid  at  present  started. 

The  water  supply  as  a  whole  proved  to  be  a  little  better  during 
the  drought  period  than  during  the  previous  year.  Nevertheless  there 
was  a  shortage  in  several  parishes  for  a  limited  period,  chief  of  which 
were  Brentor,  Lifton,  Bere  Ferrers  (including  Bore  Alston)  and  Mary 
Tavy.  The  most  serious  shortage  was  at  Brentor,  the  springs  gave 
out  unusually  early  and  it  was  necessary  to  raise  water  from  Monkstone 
by  a  pump  and  engine  which  had  to  be  manned  from  30th  June  to 
the  end  of  September.  The  automatic  pump  at  Bere  Alston  continued 
to  prove  of  great  benefit  and  although  water  was  turned  off  for  several 
hours  a  day  during  a  limited  period,  the  supply  was  never  exhausted. 

A  new  water  tower  was  erected  at  Bere  Alston  which  proved 
a  great  success,  giving  adequate  pressure  to  the  numerous  houses  in 
the  vicinity  of  Down  Road. 

The  supply  for  Lydford  remained  abundant  but  unfortunately 
the  pressure  is  low.  In  order  to  overcome  this  drawback  a  scheme 
was  prepared  for  the  re-laying  of  the  whole  of  the  water  mains  which 
was  approved  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  and  the  new  mains 
will  be  laid  as  soon  as  Ministerial  consent  is  received. 

From  the  result  of  the  analyses  of  the  37  samples  taken  through¬ 
out  the  area  the  purity  remains  extremely  good.  Three  samples  proved 
unsatisfactory  and  in  every  case  remedial  measures  were  taken  and  the 
repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage- 

All  the  sewage  disposal  works  received  constant  supervision 
and  each  system  was  thoroughly  cleansed.  The  whole  of  the  top  of 
the  rotary  sprinkler  at  Lifton  was  renewed  because  of  the  bad  effluent 
caused  through  the  old  plant  being  inoperative  and  the  new  sprinkler 
has  worked  very  satisfactorily  and  the  resultant  effluent  caused  no 
nuisance. 
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A  serious  fracture  occurred  in  the  main  sewer  within  the  prison 
grounds  at  Princetown.  Thanks  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Prison 
Commissioners  the  defect  was  speedily  remedied. 

The  necessity  for  main  drainage  to  several  parishes  cannot  be 
over  emphasised.  Amongst  others  urgent  is  the  need  of  Lamerton, 
a  part  of  Dousland,  Mary  Tavy,  Brentor  and  Milton  Combe. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  twenty-five  modern  septic  tanks 
were  constructed  for  property  not  within  reach  of  main  drainage. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  DISTRICT 

Many  complaints,  especially  those  concerned  with  housing,  milk 
production  and  water  supplies,  were  personally  investigated  by  your 
Medical  Officer. 

Below  is  a  table  of  work  carried  out  by  your  Inspectors  : — 


Nuisances  investigated  and  dealt  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  451 

Water  Supplies— new  and  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  123 

Visits  in  connection  with  water  supplies  .  .  .  .  .  .  392 

Water  Samples  submitted  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Premises  disinfected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Premises  disinfested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Tests  re  new  and  re-laid  drains  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  147 

Visits  re  Building  Licences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  212 

Visits  to  Buildings  in  course  of  erection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  441 

Number  of  Plans  submitted  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  187 

Visits  in  connection  therewith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  201 

Visits  to  Sites  re  Po^t  War  Housing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  156 

New  Septic  Tank  Installations  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  25 

Visits  re  Petroleum  Licences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Visits  re  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  313 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  582 


Progress  on  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  curtailed  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  other  duties,  but  a  full  return  of  the  exact  position 
at  31st  December,  1948,  was  forwarded  to  the  Devon  County  Council 
by  your  Medical  Officer. 

A  new  Public  Convenience  at  Yelverton  was  designed  by  the 
Surveyor  and  the  plans  approved  by  the  Council.  Erection  com¬ 
menced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  collection  of  refuse  continues  by  contract.  It  is  pointed 
out  that  such  a  system  will  never  be  wholy  satisfactory  and  collection 
by  direct  labour  would  be  advantageous. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspections. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i).  Factories  in 

which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6,  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

11 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii).  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Authority 

40 

63 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii).  Other  Pre¬ 

mises 

8 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  .  . 

59 

111 

Nil 

Nil 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

 -T 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

.. 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors  .  . 

8 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  .  . 

( b )  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- 

_____ 

_____ 

- 

— 

6 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

22 

22 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Outwork 


Nature  of  Work 

Number  of  Outworkers  in  August  list 
required  by  Section  110  (1)  (c) 

Wearing  Apparel,  Making  etc. 

5 
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Weather — 

As  a  matter  of  particular  interest  to  farmers  the  Meteorological 
Report  from  the  Tavistock  Observatory  is  included. 

The  report  applies  generally  to  the  district  with  the  exception 
of  the  Prineetown  region  which  has  climatic  conditions  peculiar  to 

itself. 

The  Meteorologist  supplied  the  following  statistics  for  the 
year  : — 

Height  above  sea  level — 457  feet  in  Stevenson  Screen. 

Latitude — 50.33  N;  Longitude — 4.10  W. 

The  total  amount  of  rain  was  47.55  ins. 

The  total  number  of  rainy  days  was  207. 

The  average  amount  of  rain  was  3.96  ins. 

The  greatest  fall  was  27.9  m.m.’s  (1  in.)  on  the  2nd  December. 


RAINFALL  for  1943 


Month 

Total  Depth 
in  Inches 

Greatest  Fall 
in  24  hours 
( m.m.’s ) 

Date 

Number  of 
Rainy  Days 

January 

8.65 

26.4 

10  th 

29 

February 

1.94  • 

9.6 

5th 

14 

March 

2.25 

26.3 

31st 

14 

April 

2.9 

17.4 

3rd 

17 

May 

3.07 

17.2 

1st 

11 

June 

3.5 

18.5 

18th 

20 

July  .. 

2.3 

17.1 

17th 

15 

August 

4.45 

24.4 

21st 

18 

September 

2.98 

15.1 

27th 

17 

October 

4.9 

20.6 

11th 

19 

November 

2.56 

15.9 

15th 

13 

December 

8.05 

27.9 

2nd 

20 

47.55  207 


Section  D. 

Housing — 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  ban  on  building  by  private  enter¬ 
prise  was  partially  lifted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Council 
were  permitted  to  issue  14  building  licences.  These  were  issued 
to  the  most  urgent  cases  and  applicants  connected  with  agriculture 
were  given  preference  in  accordance  with  the  ruling  by  the  Minister. 
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The  erection  of  Council  houses  speeded  up  and  whilst  the 
total  number  erected,  namely  24,  i.e.,  two  at  Lamerton,  twro  at  Brentor, 
eight  at  Grenofen  and  twelve  at  Lifton,  might  at  first  glance  appear 
disappointing,  many  other  houses  were  partly  completed  and  much 
spade  work  was  completed  for  1949. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year  work  on  the  issue  of  main¬ 
tenance  licences  v7as  very  welcomely  lightened  owing  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  raising  the  licence  free  figure  from  £10  to  £100.  This 
concession  proved  a  great  boon  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  several 
people  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  especially  in  regard  to  external 
painting  as  with  the  previous  limited  weekly  ceiling  figure  many  such 
applications  had  to  be  refused. 

A  concentrated  drive  w-as  made  on  repairs  to  Council  houses 
and  whilst  the  maintenance  costs  proved  heavy  many  outstanding 
defects,  some  of  long  standing,  w-ere  remedied  and  the  condition  of 
the  houses  as  a  w7hole  is  very  satisfactory. 

Temporary  Dwellings — Crapstone 

The  outstanding  10  dwellings  were  completed  early  in  the  year 
and  immediately  occupied  making  the  total  in  use  : — 

21  self-contained  units — 2  bedrooms,  kitchen,  dining  room, 
bathroom,  and  indoor  W.C. 

19  self-contained  units  as  above  but  with  external  W.C. 

2  picket  huts  for  single  person — 1  bedroom,  1  general  room. 

1  double  hut  converted  for  agriculture  worker — 3  bedrooms, 
kitchen,  dining  room,  bathroom  and  internal  W.C. 

The  maintenance  of  the  roofs  to  keep  the  premises  weather¬ 
proof  proved  heavy,  otherwise  the  dwellings  gave  every  satisfaction 
and  several  letters  of  appreciation  were  received. 

Further  similar  huts  on  the  main  Harrowbeer  Aerodrome  were 
offered  to  the  Council  but  wTere  declined  on  the  advice  of  your  Medical 
Officer  whose  considered  opinion  is  that  w7hilst  the  existing  hutments 
are  a  necessity  and  have  proved  a  boon,  there  are  sufficient  for  the 
emergency  period  and  that  the  Council  should  aim  at  permanent 
erections. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 

IN  THE  TAVISTOCK 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

Parish 

1948 

Village 

No.  of 
Houses 

Total  No. 

in  Parish 

Bere  Ferrers 

Bere  Alston 

50 

Bere  Ferrers 

4 

54 

Bradstone 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Brentor 

Brentor 

12 

12 

Buckland  Monachorum 

Buckland 

14 

Horrabridge 
Yelverton  .  . 

16 

4 

34 

Coryton 

•  • 

— 

— 

Dunterton 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Kelly 

•  • 

— 

— 

Lamerton 

Lamerton  .  . 

10 

10 

Lewtrenchard 

•  •  •  . 

— 

— 

Lifton 

Lifton 

28 

28 

Lydford 

Lydford 

4 

Princetown 

14 

18 

Marys  to  we 

.  . 

— 

— 

Mary  Tavy 

Mary  Tavy 

14 

14 

Meavy 

Meavy 

4 

4 

Milton  Abbot 

Chillaton 

8 

8 

Peter  Tavy 

Peter  Tavy 

8 

8 

Sampford  Spiney  .  . 

Sampford  Spiney 

4 

4 

Sheepstor 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Stowford 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Sydenham  Damarel .  . 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Tavistock  Hamlets  .. 

•  • 

— 

— 

Thrushelton.  . 

Lobhill 

0  * 

2 

2 

Walkhampton 

Horrabridge 

14 

Walkhampton 

16 

30 

Whitchurch 

Grenofan  . . 

8 

8 

Grand  Total  . .  . .  234 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES— 1949  PROGRAMME 


No.  of 

Proposed 

Houses  to 

Site 

Parish 

Village 

be  built 

Number 

Bere  Ferrers 

Bere  Ferrers 

6 

? 

Coryton 

Coryton 

4 

Part  O.S.230 

Lamerton 

Lamerton  .  . 

18 

O.S.  434,  435 

Lewtrenchard 

Lewtrenchard 

4 

O.S.  336 

Meavy 

Meavy 

4 

Part  O.S.  129 

Milton  Abbot 

Chillaton 

4 

p 

Milton  Abbot 

8 

O.S.  493 

Stowford 

Stowford 

8 

O.S.  426 

Sydenham  Damarel .  . 

Sydenham  Damarel 

8 

O.S.  221 

Tavistock  Hamlets  .  . 

Tavistock  Hamlets. 

12 

p 

Thrushelton.  . 

Thrushelton 

4 

t 

Total 

.  80 

1949  PROGRAMME  CARRIED  FORWARD 

FROM  1948 

Bere  Ferrers 

Bere  Alston 

20 

O.S.  1327 

Brentor 

Brentor 

2 

O.S.  283 

Kelly 

.  .  Kelly 

2 

O.S.  89 

Lifton 

Lifton 

6 

O.S.  754 

Lydford 

Lydford 

4 

O.S.  86 

Princetown 

6 

O.S.  210 

Marystowe  .  . 

Marystowe 

4 

O.S.  648 

Mary  Tavy 

Mary  Tavy 

6 

O.S. 508  & 
5( 

O.S.  444 

Peter  Tavy  .  . 

Peter  Tavy 

6 

Walkhampton 

Horrabridge 

8 

O.S.  206 

Walkhampton 

Total.  . 

Grand  Total  :  150 

6 

70 

O.S.  1174 
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Position  of  Council  House  Tenants — Special  Report 

As  a  result  of  a  survey  of  the  inmates  of  Council  houses  the 
following  table  was  compiled.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  considerable 
number  of  houses,  which  are  3-bedroomed,  can  be  considered  as 
being  under-occupied,  in  particular  those  surrounded  by  the  thick 
black  line. 

Children 


0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 

1 

3 

2 

49 

48 

33 

17 

3 

7 

3 

16 

20 

13 

2 

1 

1 

4 

23 

15 

4 

4 

3 

1 

5 

4 

7 

2 

6 

5 

2 

2 

7 

2 

1 

Section  E. 

INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  FOOD 

Milk 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table  that  eighty-four 
of  the  360  samples  of  milk  taken  in  the  district  failed  the  prescribed 
test.  This  is  a  considerable  improvement  on  last  year’s  results. 


Grade 

No.  Samples 
taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Accredited 

140 

104 

36 

Tuberculin  Tested 

66 

51 

15 

Pasteurised  School 

27 

22 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested  School 

8 

7 

1 

Ordinary  School 

13 

10 

3 

Ordinary 

106 

82 

24 

Totals 

•  • 

360 

276 

84 

15 


Ice  Cream 

Twenty-one  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of  ice 
cream.  Of  four  samples  taken  during  the  year  two  were  satisfactory 
and  two  unsatisfactory. 

Food  Premises 

As  a  result  of  an  observation  by  the  M.O.H.  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  all  people  engaged  in  food  prepara¬ 
tion  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938.  It 
was  found  that  90  premises  had  a  catering  licence  and  all  were  served 
with  the  contents  of  this  section  dealing  with  cleanliness,  etc.,  and 
instructed  to  display  same  in  a  prominent  place  on  the  premises. 
Following  this  214  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food  is  pre¬ 
pared.  Much  advice  and  several  verbal  notices  regarding  the  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  the  handling  of  foodstuffs  was  given.  In  other  cases  minor 
internal  structural  alterations  or  various  re-arrangements  were  sug¬ 
gested.  The  advice  was  very  well  received  and  consequently  the 
standard  of  hygiene  is  greatly  improved. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year  although 
the  medical  practitioners  were  reminded  that  this  was  an  obligation. 
One  can  therefore  assume  that  no  disease  was  due  to  this  cause. 

Action  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  by  the  County  Inspector 

Forty-four  samples  were  taken  in  the  district  under  the  Food 
&  Drugs  Act.  Twenty-three  of  these  were  of  milk,  two  of  which  were 
not  genuine.  Of  the  remainder  the  average  butter  fat  content  was 
3.9%,  and  average  non-fatty  solid  content  8.95%. 

Of  twenty-one  samples  taken  of  other  foods,  four  samples  were 
not  genuine  and  stocks  were  condemned. 

Meat 

The  meat  supply  continued  to  come  from  the  Town  Abattoir 
and  was  duly  inspected  there. 
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By  permission  of  the  Urban  Council  the  following  table  of 
inspections  is  submitted  : — 


Cattle 

exclud’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

or 

Lambs 

\ 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1589 

843 

1 341 

6679 

154 

Number  inspected 

1589 

843 

1341 

6679 

154 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned .  . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

3 

24 

27 

105 

1 

1294 

677 

15 

1692 

28 

81.62% 

83.15% 

3.13% 

26.90% 

18.83% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

13 

30 

4 

2 

110 

165 

i 

_ 

— 

8 

7.74% 

23.13% 

0.29% 

'  1 

6.49% 

In  addition  to  the  meat  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse 

700 J  lbs.  corned  beef  and  mutton  were  condemned  at  the  W.M.S.A. 
Depot  in  the  Pannier  Market. 

Other  Foodstuffs 

Visits  to  food  shops  have  been  frequent  and  much  foodstuffs 
and  canned  goods  were  examined.  It  is  an  established  fact  that 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  canned  goods  during  1948  far  greater  care 
was  given  to  the  handling  and  storage  with  good  effect,  the  amount 
being  condemned  being  surprisingly  low. 

Foodstuffs 

Semolina  .  .  .  .  651bs. 

Cheese  .  .  .  .  121bs. 

Canned  Goods 

Milk  (evaporated) 

Milk  (cream) 

Fish 
Soup 

Vegetables 
Sausages 
Meat 
Fruit 


Parasitic 

Mould 


.  .38^ 
.  .17 
..  9 
..16 
..  8 
. .  6 
..  3 


Pierced 

decomposed 

or 

blown 
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Section  F. 


PREVALENCE  of  and  CONTROL  over 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

• 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  by  prac- 

titioners  : — 

Measles 

54 

Whooping  Cough 

44 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

Dysentery 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases 

were  notified  by  the 

schools  in  the  districts  : — 

Mumps 

34 

Measles 

29 

Whooping  Cough 

24 

Chicken  Pox 

11 

Glandular  Fever 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Ringworm 

4 

Impetigo 

3 

Lice 

2 

Although  it  is  possible  for  the  people  to  be  visited  by  more 
than  a  score  of  infectious  conditions  it  is  the  good  fortune  of  the 
district  that  this  does  not  occur  in  practice.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
above  tables  that  infectious  diseases  were  at  a  minimum  during  the 
year  1948,  and  there -are  only  two  to  which  I  would  draw  your  especial 
attention — diphtheria  and  tuberculosis. 

Diphtheria.  On  the  appointed  day,  5th  July,  1948,  your 
Council  ceased  to  be  the  responsible  authority  for  the  control  of  this 
serious  disease,  and  it  is  considered  not  inappropriate  to  here  record 
the  past  efforts  at  a  local  level  to  control  this  infection. 

Up  to  about  the  year  1938,  diphtheria  had  been  an  ever  present 
menace  to  this  neighbourhood  as  it  was  to  the  rest  of  the  country.  On 
the  advice  of  your  M.O.H.  your  Council  voted  the  necessary  money 
to  carry  out  immunisation,  which  at  that  date  was  very  little  past  the 
experimental  stage.  The  almost  immediate  result  of  this  campaign 
which  was  restricted  in  the  first  instance  to  school  children,  was  a 
drop  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  The  campaign  was  continued 
uninterruptedly  except  for  a  period  during  the  war,  and  was  entirely 
satisfactory  in  reducing  the  incidence  to  almost  a  curiosity. 

During  this  time  an  elaborate  system  of  filing  and  checking 
was  evolved  and  the  only  people  who  were  not  treated  were  those 
who  had  an  objection  to  the  procedure.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
accompanying  table  this  did  not  amount  to  a  significant  percentage. 
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Before  the  appointed  day  your  M.O.H.  made  an  offer  to  the  new 
Health  Authority  to  continue  this  service  and  supply  any  statistics 
required  at  any  time.  The  offer  was  refused  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
it  was  pointed  out  that  the  provisions  of  Section  26  of  the  Health 
Act  had  been  in  operation  for  years  before  the  passage  of  legislation. 

It  is,  I  feel,  fitting  that  your  Council  should  be  congratulated 
for  having  the  forethought  to  sponsor  this  scheme  in  the  past  when  it 
had  no  official  recognition,  and  to  hope  that  should  the  present  ar¬ 
rangement  fail,  that  you  will  be  prepared,  in  the  future,  to  re-establish 
this  necessary  procedure. 


PERCENTAGE  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAD  COMPLETED 
FULL  COURSE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


TO  5th  JULY, 

1948 

Under  5 

years 

5-14  years 

Estimated 

Percentage 

Estimated 

Percentage 

Parish 

Population 

Immunised 

Population 

Immunised 

Bere  Ferrers 

108 

61% 

211 

81% 

Bradstone 

5 

60% 

10 

80% 

Brentor 

31 

29% 

56 

84% 

Buckland  i  Monachorum  171 

45% 

270 

73% 

Cory  ton 

11 

55% 

10 

100% 

Dunterton 

, .  — 

— 

3 

33% 

Kelly  .  . 

16 

63% 

14 

100% 

Lamerton 

37 

76% 

67 

96% 

Lewtrenchard  .  . 

30 

63% 

67 

72% 

Lifton  .  . 

45 

56% 

87 

90% 

Lydford 

93 

60% 

187 

90% 

Alarystowe 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Mary  Tavy 

47 

45% 

98 

77% 

Meavy 

31 

55% 

40 

68% 

Milton  Abbot 

35 

77% 

86 

98% 

Peter  Tavy 

18 

65% 

60 

85% 

Sampford  Spiney 

5 

20% 

11 

36% 

Sheepstor 

6 

67% 

14 

1 00% 

Stowford 

19 

37% 

30 

90% 

Sydenham  Damarel 

7 

71% 

21 

76% 

Tavistock  Hamlets 

52 

33% 

135 

61% 

Thrushelton 

4 

2 

100% 

Walkhampton  .  . 

19 

42% 

38 

95% 

Whitchurch 

99 

58% 

167 

89% 

Totals  .  . 

882 

55% 

1684 

81% 

Tuberculosis. 

Thirteen  cases 

of  Pulmonary  and  two  cases  of 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  six 
deaths  were  recorded  from  the  former.  At  the  end  of  the  year  85 
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cases  remained  on  the  register  and  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  most 
of  these  are  capable  of  and  do  pass  the  disease  on  to  others.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  far  and  away  the  worst  infectious  disease  wehave  to  deal  with 
and  it  is  with  us  year  in  and  year  out,  so  much  so  that  it  is  almost 
looked  upon  as  an  act  of  providence  rather  than  aninfectious  disease. 

The  present  arrangements  for  the  control  of  this  condition  will 
not  bear  logical  scrutiny  and  are  in  many  cases  tragic.  The  Hospital 
Board  are  responsible  for  those  needing  hospitalisation,  as  most  do, 
but  there  are  not  enough  vacancies;  in  the  meantime  they  infect  their 
relations  or  workmates.  The  tuberculosis  specialists  visit  the  patients 
at  home  and  follow  up  visits  are  made  by  the  County  Council  Health 
Visitor,  and  the  general  practitioner  is  responsible  for  the  domiciliary 
treatment.  None  of  these  authorities  or  persons  are  in  touch  with 
the  Sanitary  Authority,  or  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  which  is  the 
only  authority  having  the  necessary  means  of  allocating  houses.  It 
would  appear  that  the  prevention  of  this  disease  calls  for  a  co-ordinated 
effort  by  all  concerned  and  that  the  obvious  officer  to  integrate  all  the 
recourses  available  is  the  local  M.O.H.  who  should  be  in  possession  of 
all  facts  available  affecting  each  case. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  I  have  analysed  the  register  of  2730 
deaths  during  the  past  ten  years.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  marked 
occupation  discrepancy  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  which,  in  my 
opinion,  can  best  be  accounted  for  on  environmental  and  economic 
grounds.  The  high  rate  in  the  service,  all  of  who  were  discharged 
sailors,  can  best  be  accounted  for  by  conditions  of  propinquity  aboard 
ship,  and  that  of  general  labourer  to  bad  housing  and  nutrition.  There 
is  doubtless  a  grave  responsibility  on  all  authorities  to  deal  with 
tuberculosis  and  I  do  recommend  that  the  highest  priority  regarding 
housing  be  accorded  these  people  whose  average  age  at  death  is  38.9 
years,  and  who  frequently  leave  a  family  behind. 


Occupation 

T.B.  Deaths 

All  Deaths 

Farmer 

4% 

13% 

Farm  Labourer 

8% 

14% 

General  Labourer 

■  •  33% 

17% 

Artisan  ... 

•  •  12% 

13% 

Tradesman 

•  ■  8% 

8% 

Stone  Mason 

4% 

2% 

Clerical 

8% 

7% 

Professional 

2% 

7% 

Services 

8% 

5% 

No  occupation 

..  16% 

7% 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council 
for  the  ready  hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


20 


TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 


PARISH. 

Whether  the  water 
supply  of  the  area 
and  its  several  parts 
has  been  satisfactory 
(a)  in  quality  (b)  in 
quantity. 

Where  there  is  a  piped  supply, 
whether  bacteriological  exam¬ 
inations  were  made  of  the  raw 
water  and,  where  treatment  is 
installed,  of  the  water  going 
into  supply  ;  if  so,  how  many 
and  the  results  obtained  ;  the 
results  of  any  chemical 
analyses. 

Where  the  waters  are 
liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action,  the 
facts  as  to  contamin¬ 
ation  by  lead,  includ¬ 
ing  precautions  taken 
and  number  and 
result  of  analyses. 

Action  in  respect  of 
any  form  of  contam¬ 
ination. 

Particulars  of  the 
number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  population 
supplied  from  public 
water  mains  —  (a) 
direct  to  the  houses. 

(b)  by  means  of  stand 
pipes. 

Bere  Ferrers 

Engineer’s  report  re 
quantity 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Piped  Supply 

No  Treatment. 

Analysis  Satis. 

With  regard  to  this 
question, all  the  moor¬ 
land  waters  are 

plumbo-solvent,  and 
many  of  the  well 
waters  also,  how¬ 
ever,  no  case  of  lead 
poisoning  has  been 
reported  or  dis¬ 
covered  for  a  number 
of  years. 

• 

Routine. 

Popu  lation  1852 

(a)  Piped  Supply  11 00 

(b)  Stand  Pipe  80 

Population  140 

No  Public  Supply 

Bradstone 

(a)  Yes. 

Wells  only. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

No  piped  supply. 

Private  Wells  only. 

None. 

Brentor 

Auxiliary  pump  inst'd 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Piped  supply. 

No  Treatment. 

Analysis  Satis. 

CoveredReservoir  and 
fenced. 

Population  .  478 

(a)  170 

(b)  48 

Buckland  Monachorum 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply.  Part  T.R.D.C. 
Part  Plymouth  C.B.  Analyses 
made  by  Plymouth. 

Fencing  covered 
Reservoirs. 

Population  3150 

(a)  2654 

(b)  40 

Population  125 

CORYTON  . 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Reasonably  good 

Wells  only. 

No  public  piped  supply. 

y  y 

None. 

Dunterton 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  No. 

Private  Wells  only. 

No  piped  supply. 

y  y 

None. 

Population  140 

Kelly  . 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  No. 

Wells  only. 

No  piped  supply. 

y  y 

None. 

Population  1 35 

Lamerton 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Running  Shute  Wells.  1st 
Sample  Unsatis.  Repeat  and 
2nd  Repeat  Satis. 

y  y 

Much  work  to 
improve  supply 

Population  .  597 

(a)  Nil 

(b)  Pumps  .  160 

Shute 

Lew  Trenchard 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

No  piped  supply. 

Wells  only. 

I  Public. 

y  y 

None. 

Population  188 

Lifton  . 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Piped  supply. 

No  treatment. 

Sample  Satis. 

yy 

Covered  Reservoir 
and  Fencing. 

Population  919 

(a)  414 

(b)  Nil 

Lydford 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Pressure  poor. 

Piped  supply. 

Limestone  Chippings  for  Lyd¬ 
ford. 

Chlorination  for  Princetown. 
Samples  Satis. 

y  y 

Covered  Reservoir 
and  Fencing. 

Population  : 

Lydford  Forest  1206 

(a)  420 

(b)  120 

Lvdford  Town  :  312 

(a)  150 

(b)  50 

Marystowe 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Reasonably  good 

No  piped  supply. 

y  y 

Covered  Reservoir. 

Population  172 

Mary  Tavy 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Piped  supply. 

Limestone  Chippings  Tank. 
Sample  Satis. 

y  y 

None. 

Population  707 

(a)  270 

(b)  160 

Meavy 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply. 

Plymouth  C.B. 

Samples  by  Plymouth  C.B. 

y  y 

None. 

Population  404 

(a)  300 

(b)  Nil 

Milton  Abbot 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Reasonably  good 

Piped  supply  to  Chillaton. 
Private  supply  (Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford)  at  Milton  Abbot. 

Sample  Satis. 

y  y 

Reservoir  fenced 
and  Covered. 

Population  724 

(a)  380 

(b)  150 

Peter  Tavy 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Reasonably  good 

Piped  supply. 

y  y 

Reservoir  fenced 
and  Covered. 

Population  338 

(a)  ...  .  160 

(b)  .  ....  64 

Sampford  Spiney 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply. 

Samples  Satis. 

y  y 

Reservoir  fenced 
and  covered. 

Population  320 

(a)  275 

(b)  Nil 

Sheepstor 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Wells. 

yy 

None. 

Population  74 

Stowford 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Wells  only. 

y  y 

None. 

Population  289 

Sydenham  Damarel 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Private  supply. 

(Duke  of  Bedford) 

Public  Well. 

y  y 

None. 

Population  205 

(a)  70 

(b)  70 

Tavistock  Hamlets 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Inadequate. 

Wells. 

and  Private  Supply. 

(Duke  of  Bedford). 

yy 

None.  • 

Population  838 

(a)  444 

(b)  126 

Thrushelton  . 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Wells  only. 

y  y 

None. 

Population  259 

Walkhampton . 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply. 

Sample  Satis. 

yy 

None. 

Population  603 

(a)  350 

(b)  Nil 

Whitchurch  . 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Piped  supply  and  Wells. 

y  9 

None. 

Population  718 

(a)  358 

(b)  Nil 
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